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The article is devoted to a new trend in studying toponyms – an ethnolinguistic one. The
object of ethnolinguistic analysis of toponyms is defined, attention is paid to semantic disarray of
the terms ethnotoponym, ethnotoponyms, ethnotoponymy. The main aspects of studying
toponyms ethnolinguistically based on the concrete facts collected by the author mainly within
Grodno area are dealt with. These aspects touch upon both the linguistic and extralinguistic
beginnings in their inextricable interconnection. The article is in the first place addressed to
integrated study-oriented collectors of toponymic material.

Keywords: ethnolinguistics, ethnotoponymy, the denotational, lexico-semantic,
derivational, paradigmatic, historical-etymological aspects of studying toponyms.


